SUPER

STAR

The Newsletter from Currie Star FC

Message from the Chairman
Hello All
Welcome to the first
Newsletter of 2015.
Lots of news, as always,
to update you with! The
new 4G facility at Malleny Park is nearing
completion. It is hoped the facility will be
ready for use on 13 April. This will give us
access to a brand new, state of the art
pitch for both training and games. We are
trying to get as many 7’s and 11’s teams
fitted in so we unite the Club and develop
our partnership with Currie Rugby Club.
There will be teething problems, so I would
ask you all for patience and understanding
until we bed the new system in.
Our 2008 kids have now made the transition
from P2L into Currie Star. We have 32
players, which is the biggest group yet. The
boys will start playing football 4’s on Sunday
mornings whilst continuing to be trained
under the watchful eye of the masters at
P2L.
Gothia 2015 is now only a matter of months
away. A lot of hard work has gone into the
planning and preparation for this trip so
many thanks to all those involved. Without
you it would never happen. The kids will
bring home memories that will last them a
lifetime. Priceless!

As a Club, we are building a philosophy and
culture which we hope all parents, coaches
and parents enjoy. All our 4 and 7 aside
players get equal game time on the park

Newsletter Edition 11

and we encourage all our teams to play football
from the back. However, developing a culture
sometimes means making hard decisions when
people don’t adhere to what we stand for as a
Club. Two kids were recently removed from
Currie Star, not as a consequence of their
actions, but those of their parents. It takes a
long time to build a reputation but minutes to
ruin it. We will not take any risks in this
regard. We expect everyone associated with
Currie Star to display high standards, whether
that be playing for the Club, supporting it or
attending
events.
Please
ensure
this
information is cascaded to all.
I am a football man but watched the recent
final game of the 5 Nations Rugby tournament
between England and France. If I am being
totally honest, I could not take my eyes of the
screen. What a game. End to end excitement
with an unbelievable number of tries scored.
Great entertainment. However, what impressed
me most, was the referee and the respect
given to him by the players. When he made a
decision, there was no arguing and the players
just got on with it. Additionally, players did not
fall about trying to get their opponents booked.
The fans were courteous in their appreciation
for good play and the coaches were very
humble in both defeat and victory. That is the
culture we want at Currie Star and I would ask
everyone involved with the Club to embrace it.
We might not win Scottish Cups (yet!) but we
want people to recognise us for the sporting
integrity shown by all our teams.
The future’s bright … its blue and white!

John
-1-

Spring 2015

SUPER

STAR

The Future’s Bright …

… It’s Blue & White

2001s UPDATE

PILMAR SMITH CUP FINAL

The 2001s recently held a Sportsmans
Dinner to help raise funds for the summer
trip to Gothia. They were lucky to get 2
quality after dinner speakers to attend the
event – Dean Park (comedian, actor, singer,
radio presenter) and Pat Nevin (former
Scotland,
Clyde,
Chelsea,
Everton,
Tranmere, Kilmarnock star) – at Currie
Rugby Club.

The Under 14s Colts team triumphed in the
Pilmar Smith Cup on the 27th March at
Saughton Enclosure against Edinburgh City
after a penalty shoot out.

The night was enjoyed by all who attended
and the raffle and auction on the night
helped raise a fantastic sum towards the
Gothia 2015 target.
Our compere and
organiser for the night Gary McDonald
(Colts Head Coach) did a first class job
once again and our sincere thanks go to
Gary for making it the success it was and to
everyone who kindly donated raffle and
auction prizes. Gary is pictured blow with
Dean and Pat.
Also a big thanks from the 2001s must go
to all of the guests who so generously spent
their money at the raffle and auction and
to McKenzies of Colinton who did the
catering for the event.

The Colts took the lead in 2 minutes with a
strike from Jamie in the box after a ball
from Josh. A pretty even game followed
with chances for both teams but it wasn’t
until seconds from full time that City
equalised with a through ball being chased
and the ball lobbed over Andrew into the
net – the cruellest of times to lose a goal.
The boys heads could have gone down at
losing that goal so late but they stayed
strong and kept going into extra time
period where it finished 1-1 and onto
penalties.
There were a number of boys who were up
for taking a penalty and having practised
them at training over the last few weeks
they must have felt confident. City scored
with their first penalty and up stepped
Cami but his effort was saved by the City
keeper. Andrew then went onto save the
next 3 penalties with Josh and Blair scoring
their efforts. It fell to Fraser to take the
next one and he duly despatched the ball
past the keeper to spark celebrations.
Captain Josh Nicholls said “I am proud of
the team and how we played together,
worked hard and I believe we deserved the
win. It felt really good to win our first cup
and hopefully the first of many.”
The coaches are very proud of all 15 boys
who played their part and showed a great
team spirit. Some pictures of the game are
on page 7 of the newsletter.
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2002s UPDATE

2003s UPDATE

All 3 2002 teams are competing in the lower
half of their league but all are showing signs
of progress. The Division 2 team reached
the quarter final of the Lothian Buses Cup
but lost out to a strong Bonnyrigg Rose Colt
team. In January the players took part in a
5k race round the Meadows in Edinburgh to
raise money for the Gothia 2015 trip. Liam
Livingstone came 1st and won a £25 JD
voucher, Ben Lovell was 2nd and James
Mackie was third. They raised over £1,000.
Some of the boys are pictured below.

The 2003s started the year with two long
standing players leaving after 2 1/2 years
with the club - Ian moved to a club near his
home where his younger brother already
plays and after Futsal Bodie was selected
to play squash with East of Scotland. 2003s
will be playing in the 11s Transition Festival
on 3rd May as they move from 7s to 11s
after the summer and entering one squad
playing 3 x 30 minute games.
They will also be entering one squad into
the South East Region league when they will
start 11s in August. They are looking for a
strip sponsor so if anyone is interested
please get in touch. The players will have a
team crate with drinking bottles thanks to
Josh's dad (Peter) work Ryden – see below.
B&M Stores bag pack was also organised by
Calum’s mum (Gail) to help raise funds
towards an end of season event.
Three boys Coll, Nicky and Torquil will be
joining the 2002s for the Gothia Cup tour
in Sweden in July. Good luck boys!

There was also a race night organised which
raised just over £1000 too. Well done to
everyone who supported both events. The
2002s also welcome new players Owen Nolan,
Josh McLellan and Lewis Fenwick.
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2004s UPDATE

2005s UPDATE

“Currie Star Player Lifts the Scottish
Cup”

Ken Stewart advises “The 2005s recently
held a trial at World of Football with a view
to recruiting three new players. So
impressed were we with the enthusiasm of
the applicants that we accepted all 10! To
cope we have expanded to 4 teams and
welcomed 5 new coaches - Alan, David,
Graeme , Hans and Larry. Plus a two new
First Aiders David and Peter.

Aaron Strachan from the 2004s was a
lucky player to get his hands on the
Scottish Cup. Many famous players have
had this honour at Hampden Park but Aaron
only had to travel to World of Football at
the Corn Exchange for his claim to fame!

Our founder coach has been so successful at
delegating that he now does the proverbial
zero. Richard Lewis does a great job of
leading training although sadly he will be
taking some unforced sick leave whilst his
hair transplant beds in. JP Bonn is leaving
and we will miss him and our best player
Logan hugely. Mike Sinclair has kindly agreed
to take over the admin. Kathy Smith is our
awesome mum who sorts everything out.
She's great but unfortunately not available
for cloning! Best of all are our players who
never stop smiling.
We are off to
Sunderland v Southampton game in early May
to learn how not to play football! Come on the
Currie Star – “the futures alive if your
2005! ” Some of the 2005s also got near the
Scottish Cup below.

The Cup was the “Celebrity Guest” invited
to mark the final fixture of the Winter
Football Futsal Programme, on 15th
February 2015.
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2006s UPDATE

The winter season saw the 2006s playing at
World of Football for the first time. While
slightly frantic at times, especially as
multiple teams try to move from one pitch to
another, the advantages of playing inside
made it very worthwhile and a lot of fun. All
the work on the training pitches is paying
dividends as we passed the ball well and
played some really good football. For the
final week there was the surprise presence
of the Scottish Cup, and some of the boys
queued up to have their picture taken with it.
(picture below) Who knows, perhaps one day
one of them will lift it at Hampden! It was
slightly strange warming up while the cup was
unveiled at the other end of the pitch.

… It’s Blue & White
We'll be looking for lots of encouragement
from the supporters on the touchline, and
maybe a bit of help with putting up goals,
flags etc.
Finally they would like to
welcome some new players - Rio Lynes,
Dylan McLean, Keir Rice, a Keir Urquhart,
Ben Blackley, Harrison Wood.
2007s UPDATE
Matthew mum Marie and Calum’s mum Carla
put together a team calendar for the
2007's and sold this for £1. They raised
enough money along with what they made
from selling teas and coffees at Kingsknowe
and managed to put together a Bowling
afternoon for the 2007's, pictured below.

More recently the boys have made the move
to playing 7s.
After some excellent
preparation from the Play2Learn guys, they
made a fantastic start, playing some really
attractive football in a series of friendly
games before starting on 7s 'for real'. It
will take a while for the boys to adjust back
to playing on grass, in the wind and rain. The
ball doesn't run as well, the pitches aren't
quite so smooth, and it's cold and wet!
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HERIOT WATT UPDATE (Greig Donaldson)
“This period has been a mixed period for the
Club. The first team look forward to
rebuilding aim for immediate promotion back
to division 1A. In the East of Scotland
League a 3-0 win over Orminston cemented
mid table place and look for a successful
drive to the end of the season. Cup success is
still a possibility after a great second round
win over Easthouses Lilly.
The u20s enjoyed a great win over rivals
Edinburgh University and are looking forward
to a strong showing in the U20s League Cup.
The third team are still in contention for
success in two cups and if results elsewhere
go their way are in contention for league
success. The fourth team were unlucky
narrowly missing out on a cup final place
falling to a narrow defeat by Dundee. The
ladies have had a successful season building
on a good start with a 5-3 win over rivals
Edinburgh Napier. Liam Walker has improved
with his coach now looking for Liam to kick on
and recapture the form he showed at the
start of the season and help in the cup run.
Liam is pictured right in the Heriot Watt Kit.

On the community front we are looking to
build further links with the community
through our proposed new initiative of
walking football for over 50s which will
provisionally start in April. There is a video
which you can have a look at and contact
Heriot Watt Football Club if this is
something that would of interest to you or
your friends. The link can be found at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZC0gzBA
3QpI. The Club have launched its sponsorship
booklet you can contact Connor Gammie at
cjg1@hw.ac.uk for a copy.
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The Club have now held its annual EGM and
looks forward to the new committee
developing the club and forging further
links with the community. I would like to
take this time to say thank you and wish
Currie Star all the best with the future.”

PLAY2LEARN
Our coaching partners Play2Learn are
offering all Currie Star players 10% OFF
all prices on their upcoming Easter
Football Camps. You can sign up for any
morning, afternoon, day, week or a
combination of any.
CAMP 1: Harrison Park East (North
Merchiston F.C.) Tuesday 7th – Friday
10th April
CAMP
2:
Cargilfield
School
(Cramond/Barnton) Monday 13th – Friday
17th April
All info is online www.play2learn.info or you
can
contact
Shaneo
directly
on
Shane@play2learn.info or via mobile
07825 086108.
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Thanks, as always, must go to all our partners, sponsors, parents, coaches and supporters
who make it all possible through their support and hard work.

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of the Newsletter. The Newsletter will only work
going forward if we continue to get input from every age group. If you have any ideas or suggestions for
future editions of the Newsletter please contact david.muego@sky.com. Remember, it is your Newsletter!!
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